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New Jersey Jury Awards $5M to
Student, School Bus Service
Found Negligent in Actions
Leading to Student Being Hit by
Drunk Driver
Published: June 21, 2013 2:52 PM

Attorneys George J. Badey, III and Michael H. DiGenova of Philadelphia's Badey, Sloan & DiGenova
P.C. prevail against N.J. school bus service responsible for placing high school student in harmâ ​​s way
so bus driver could shorten route.

Philadelphia, PA (PRWEB) June 21, 2013

A $5 million verdict was handed down by a Camden County Superior Court jury this week on behalf of
a teen girl represented by the Badey, Sloan & DiGenova law firm following a school bus company
driverâ ​​s negligence and her subsequent injuries from being struck by a drunk driver. An insurance
carrier representing Holcomb Bus Service, Inc., a private contractor for New Jersey public school bus
transportation, had offered a preliminary settlement of $125,000.

According to court documents, trial lawyer George J. Badey, III and his partner Michael H. DiGenova
argued that the Holcomb bus driver deliberately forced 17 year old Crystal Burkert of Gloucester
County, N.J., to exit the bus three tenths of a mile from her home and walk down a high speed, rural
road with no sidewalks instead of dropping her off at the designated stop in front of her home. The
driver did this more than 40 times the year before the accident occurred because it shortened the bus
route for the driver.

The pleadings allege that on December 3, 2007, high school junior Burkert had been dropped off at
an unapproved, improper and unsafe location, and while walking along this road, was struck by the
drunk driver. According to medical reports in the court documents, she suffered pelvic fractures, back
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injuries and traumatic brain injuries.

â ​​The defendant violated a fundamental rule of school bus transportation by not dropping her off at her
designated stop. Parents entrust a school bus driver and its company with the safety of their child.
They broke that trust by placing a child in danger over forty times for the convenience of a bus driver
who wanted to shorten his route and finish up a little earlier,â ​​ said Badey in the trial's closing
argument.

Also included in the closing argument according to court documents, Badey said â ​​To make matters
worse, the bus driver enlisted the help of Burkertâ ​​s fellow students to harass and bully her to get off
the bus so that they too would get home earlier."

The trial lasted two and a half weeks, with the seven person jury returning its verdict on June 19. The
attorney for Holcomb Bus Service, Inc. contended that the drunk driver bore more responsibility, but
the jury apportioned 75% of the liability to defendant Holcomb and 25% to the drunk driver. As it
stands, Holcomb is responsible for $3.75 million of the $5 million verdict, plus interest, Burkertâ ​​s
litigation costs and attorneyâ ​​s fees.

â ​​In response to our client's seven figure demand, the carrier only offered $80,000 and increased it to
$125,000 before trial,â ​​ says Badey. â ​​We filed a formal pre-trial â ​​offer of judgmentâ ​​ under New Jersey
court rules, and now, due to the size of the jury verdict, the defendantâ ​​s insurance carrier will also
have to pay litigation costs and attorneyâ ​​s fees.â ​​

Burkert, now 22, is working and attending college. "The medical testimony presented at trial indicates
she suffers memory lapses and must deal with the pain every day,â ​​ said DiGenova, as reported in the
court documents. â ​​This jury awarded her a verdict that they saw as fair and fit to help her back on the
road to a long recovery.â ​​

There is no word whether Holcomb plans to appeal the verdict.

Case:

Burkert v. Holcomb Bus Service, Inc., et al., CAM-L-522210, June 19, 2013, Hon. Louis R. Meloni
presiding

About Badey, Sloan & DiGenova P.C.

Representing individuals in serious personal injury and workers' compensation matters, Badey, Sloan
& DiGenova is a litigation law firm with both the personal attention and focus of a small firm and
resources of larger firms. Based in Philadelphia, the firm represents clients primarily in Pennsylvania
and New Jersey with a national outreach on relevant matters in federal, state and local courts.

The firm's members have been integrally involved in national tobacco and defective products litigation
and the 2000 Presidential election case Bush v. Gore 531 U.S. 98 (2000). The attorneys have also
argued matters before the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, including a recent landmark case on jury
selection. In 2011, attorney George J. Badey, III won on appeal at the Pennsylvania Supreme Court a
jury procedure matter that affirmed the verdict in a medical malpractice case, Bruckshaw v. Frankford
Hospital of the City of Philadelphia 58 A.3d 102 (2012). Other recent cases have included jury verdicts
and settlements for injured workers, patients, consumers, and accident victims, including holding
negligent third-parties responsible for their part contributing to injury and wrongdoing.

For the original version on PRWeb visit:
http://www.prweb.com/releases/prweb2013/6/prweb10857274.htm

User rating: (3) Click to rate

You might also be interested in:
Cops: Man, woman burglarized 12 Suffolk homes From newsday.com - Long Island News

Executive pay on Long
Island

82 new stores on Long
Island

Facebook

Newsday
Like 44,723

Newsday
More than a hundred people
demonstrated tonight in support
of a middle school teacher and
coach who claims he was forced
to resign after appearing
shirtless on the reality TV show
"Princesses: Long Island." Stefan
Serie, 30, said he appeared
without a shirt on at a pool party
in a scene in the June 2 episode.

More: http://bit.ly/15KPOwG

9 hours ago

Stories Photos

Most popular

12:35 AM

Death penalty for convicted cop killer Ronell Wilson
7/24/13

Jason Sudeikis says he's leaving 'SNL'
7/24/13

Teacher: 'Princesses: Long Island' cameo cost me
job
7/24/13

Cops: Woman found dead in Shirley home
12:33 AM

LI fisherman rescued
after floating alone for
12 hours

http://www.prweb.com/releases/prweb2013/6/prweb10857274.htm
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/cops-man-woman-burglarized-12-suffolk-homes-1.5683737
http://www.newsday.com/classifieds/jobs/li-people-on-the-move-promotions-new-jobs-1.216700
http://data.newsday.com/long-island/photo-splash/?id=35
http://data.newsday.com/long-island/photo-splash/?id=35
http://long-island.newsday.com/shopping/new-stores-on-long-island-1.3778143
http://long-island.newsday.com/shopping/new-stores-on-long-island-1.3778143
https://www.facebook.com/newsday
https://www.facebook.com/newsday
https://www.facebook.com/newsday?ref=stream
https://www.facebook.com/newsday?ref=stream&hc_location=stream
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F15KPOwG&h=BAQGkQ3ORAQEqbcEdFsFTnd0MmAtsZZdeZ7Ek1cYcx3-i8A&s=1
http://www.newsday.com/business/new-jersey-jury-awards-5m-to-student-school-bus-service-found-negligent-in-actions-leading-to-student-being-hit-by-drunk-driver-1.5541917#tabs_90677
http://www.newsday.com/business/new-jersey-jury-awards-5m-to-student-school-bus-service-found-negligent-in-actions-leading-to-student-being-hit-by-drunk-driver-1.5541917#tabs_742996
http://www.newsday.com/news/new-york/ronell-wilson-jury-death-penalty-for-cop-killer-1.5760696
http://www.newsday.com/entertainment/tv/jason-sudeikis-says-he-s-leaving-snl-1.5762130
http://www.newsday.com/entertainment/tv/reality-tv/li-teacher-who-appeared-on-reality-tv-show-loses-job-1.5763017
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/cops-woman-s-death-investigated-as-homicide-1.5763614
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/missing-montauk-fisherman-found-more-than-40-miles-from-his-boat-1.5756540
http://www.newsday.com/long-island/suffolk/missing-montauk-fisherman-found-more-than-40-miles-from-his-boat-1.5756540


7/25/13 8:44 AMNew Jersey Jury Awards $5M to Student, School Bus Service Found Negligent in Actions Leading to Student Being Hit by Drunk Driver

Page 3 of 4http://www.newsday.com/business/new-jersey-jury-awards-5m-to-studen…t-in-actions-leading-to-student-being-hit-by-drunk-driver-1.5541917

Services

Join us on
Facebook  

Join us on
Twitter  

Sign up for
news alerts  

Sign up for 
newsletters  

Get our
Apps  

Newsday
mobile

Explore Long Island Long Island Towns
am New York Newsday Cars
The Hometown Shopper Newsday Homes
CareerBuilder News 12
Optimum Newsday Connect
MSG Varsity

Our Network

Recommended by 

3 LI gas stations targeted for gas gouging after Sandy From newsday.com - Business

Chris Christie, Governor of New Jersey, Slims Down after Having Lap Band Surgery From newsday.com -
Business

Gurney's Inn's new owners to drop timeshare model From newsday.com - Business

Selected for you by our sponsor:

15 Celebs You Didn't Know Were Bankrupt From She Budgets

10 Cheapest Places to Live in the U.S. From Kiplinger

Comments

Please log in to comment. Civility matters; click here to read our
commenting guidelines.

Log in

0 comments

Comments for this thread are now closed. ×

NewestNewest CommunityCommunity ⚙⚙  ⤤⤤ShareShare

No one has commented yet.

0★

Senior Communities TX
www.EdgemereDallas.com
5 Star Tuscan Style Living Learn How to Retire
Smart & Well

Who will help your MCAT?
www.TopTestPrep.com/MCAT_+10_More
98% Success Rate with MCAT 100%
Satisfaction for Admissions

Dental Implant Warnings
symptomfind.com/CosmeticDentalCare
What You Should Know Before Getting Dental
Implants. Read Expert Advice

Diesel Mechanic

Chefs & Cooks

Insurance Inspector - Ft / Pt

Retail Sales Associate

Salesperson - Wholesale

View all top jobs  Post your resume

search jobs

 search

advertisement | advertise on newsday

 

http://www.facebook.com/Newsday
http://www.newsday.com/twitter
http://www.newsday.com/news-alerts
http://www.newsday.com/newsletters
http://www.newsday.com/getapps
http://www.newsday.com/getmobile
http://www.newsday.com/exploreli
http://www.newsday.com/towns
http://www.newsday.com/amny
http://cars.newsday.com/
http://www.hometownshopperli.com/
http://homes.newsday.com/
http://www.newsday.com/careerbuilder
http://www.news12.com/
http://www.newsday.com/optimumonline
http://local.newsday.com/
http://www.newsday.com/varsity
http://www.newsday.com/business/3-li-gas-stations-targeted-for-gas-gouging-after-sandy-1.5754175
http://www.newsday.com/business/chris-christie-governor-of-new-jersey-slims-down-after-having-lap-band-surgery-1.5672770
http://www.newsday.com/business/gurney-s-inn-s-new-owners-to-drop-timeshare-model-1.5745431
javascript:void(0)
http://www.shebudgets.com/lifestyle/entertainment/20-celebrities-who-went-bankrupt/17203
http://www.kiplinger.com/slideshow/cheapest-cities-to-live-in-the-united-states/1.html
http://www.newsday.com/7.1637843?loginForm=true#comments
http://www.newsday.com/business/new-jersey-jury-awards-5m-to-student-school-bus-service-found-negligent-in-actions-leading-to-student-being-hit-by-drunk-driver-1.5541917#
http://www.newsday.com/business/new-jersey-jury-awards-5m-to-student-school-bus-service-found-negligent-in-actions-leading-to-student-being-hit-by-drunk-driver-1.5541917#
http://www.newsday.com/business/new-jersey-jury-awards-5m-to-student-school-bus-service-found-negligent-in-actions-leading-to-student-being-hit-by-drunk-driver-1.5541917#
http://www.newsday.com/business/new-jersey-jury-awards-5m-to-student-school-bus-service-found-negligent-in-actions-leading-to-student-being-hit-by-drunk-driver-1.5541917#
http://www.newsday.com/business/new-jersey-jury-awards-5m-to-student-school-bus-service-found-negligent-in-actions-leading-to-student-being-hit-by-drunk-driver-1.5541917#
http://www.newsday.com/commenting
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C6nOmbB3xUcj8CsnxqgG2zIH4AZnpj_MD0Zz-3zbAjbcBEAEg4Ji_ESgDUMqWlroGYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGvwrD5A8gBAagDAcgD0wSqBIgCT9Dpri03xs3-Ji3VTuwwvQSUzwvyR2IaLQE5aLg8Gnib4koLXsyg03XTcNdwixxGqCR6AGPyBvwLzHkg4aowM1NBkTRiqMJDwwk4tL6zFS1waLYmJ8-L21UzWl3PWg9qnGycLNGA9Pz-ZVM0PgfT8B4VipghI0rsXvJAdfpO_ICnmmtL1VVH4jX-f9V11xnJY__SC5JgIEf9KXq5SnbTj4TownnuZZqIsLTnoDTuTLDxOQPaj51Ue9LTaxKA3XE757FBPo8a3vgv1s-oW3Oii6_vCYZ_Vq1F0VvOHRh4kastHqjoryJD5BSJ4z5NuPtjRDcg1YoxL3hQxLDreRbaHyUjDDG5eDYtgAe5vc8G&num=1&sig=AOD64_0KCz0EVX3U-iF3EPAcoO_IGCw5mA&client=ca-pub-9854863758935661&adurl=http://www.edgemeredallas.com/retirement-communities-dallas-tx.php%3F_vsrefdom%3Dgoogleppc%26CMM%3Dgoogleppc_regional_SQE-200003_regional_%26ctt_kw%3Dsenior%2520housing%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Dregional%26utm_term%3Dsenior%2520housing
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Csni0bB3xUcj8CsnxqgG2zIH4AefbnaAEj-yL_l_AjbcBEAIg4Ji_ESgDUJrujY36_____wFgyYajh9SjgBCgAem_7PsDyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEiAJP0Om-XzfGzv4mLdVO7DC9BJTPC_JHYhotATlouDwaeJviSgtezKDTddNw13CLHEaoJHoAY_IG_AvMeSDhqjAzU0GRNGKowkPDCTi0vrMVLXBotiYnz4vbVTNaXc9aD2qcbJws0YD0_P5lUzQ-B9PwHhWKmCEjSuxe8kB1-k78gKeaa0vVVUfiNf5_1XXXGclj_9ILkmAgR_0perlKdtOPhOjCee5lmoiwtOegNO5MsPE5A9qPnVR70tNrEoDdcTvnsUE-jxre-C_Wz6hbc6KLr-8Jhn9WrUXRW85bdkaJqy0eqOivIkPkFInjPk24-2NENyDVijEveFDEsOt5FtofJSMMMe8YIy-AB_-_kwQ&num=2&sig=AOD64_0xyKMVCmXfe1pJd2OKltzFLML0KQ&client=ca-pub-9854863758935661&adurl=http://toptestprep.com/learn-more
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CWHMGbB3xUcj8CsnxqgG2zIH4AazFposC5NqV5zTAjbcBEAMg4Ji_ESgDUOWw4OgBYMmGo4fUo4AQyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEhwJP0Lnu5i7d9MaUnts27DDkRJ_dD-VCek1gDTu_AzcjeJ6sAAFWo57B3AjYfxmXHELiMXpYY_JfvADefTfksmd-X0PTeXWu2ETIHzjo_7gHdzdnoScx09-cSjRRCYNMGXmKe8I0icCt57w7VDUvBtjqR0uakyYjSa0R5UYrpFjrhLiQbQOeXF35P7c83nfcHMdh9MhS1mdjC_8-Z79La43OjezHdOls0NGr9rmnNf9Nu-tgTN2Dml0xl9J2S8_GJXLxtlo7yVPI4zDF2PdHbLmLruoBjnnhL0YYkTAGLMdXQLOqaQPngaj072JLlqZTu9WyNCDVzoDZW3DEsB6PFdofIcfq3YBA_oAHuO-7FQ&num=3&sig=AOD64_1ckLyd7yFYjT1n9UHLa065kQI_ow&client=ca-pub-9854863758935661&adurl=http://www.symptomfind.com/search.php%3Fq%3Ddental%2Bimplants%26source%3Dgoogle_000%2B059a%2B208%2B000011aa_mtypec_content_dental%2520implants_adtext_14097516652_s_www.newsday.com_n_d_r_4906985841217579721
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.newsday.com/business/new-jersey-jury-awards-5m-to-student-school-bus-service-found-negligent-in-actions-leading-to-student-being-hit-by-drunk-driver-1.5541917%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-9854863758935661%26ai0%3DC6nOmbB3xUcj8CsnxqgG2zIH4AZnpj_MD0Zz-3zbAjbcBEAEg4Ji_ESgDUMqWlroGYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGvwrD5A8gBAagDAcgD0wSqBIgCT9Dpri03xs3-Ji3VTuwwvQSUzwvyR2IaLQE5aLg8Gnib4koLXsyg03XTcNdwixxGqCR6AGPyBvwLzHkg4aowM1NBkTRiqMJDwwk4tL6zFS1waLYmJ8-L21UzWl3PWg9qnGycLNGA9Pz-ZVM0PgfT8B4VipghI0rsXvJAdfpO_ICnmmtL1VVH4jX-f9V11xnJY__SC5JgIEf9KXq5SnbTj4TownnuZZqIsLTnoDTuTLDxOQPaj51Ue9LTaxKA3XE757FBPo8a3vgv1s-oW3Oii6_vCYZ_Vq1F0VvOHRh4kastHqjoryJD5BSJ4z5NuPtjRDcg1YoxL3hQxLDreRbaHyUjDDG5eDYtgAe5vc8G%26ai1%3DCsni0bB3xUcj8CsnxqgG2zIH4AefbnaAEj-yL_l_AjbcBEAIg4Ji_ESgDUJrujY36_____wFgyYajh9SjgBCgAem_7PsDyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEiAJP0Om-XzfGzv4mLdVO7DC9BJTPC_JHYhotATlouDwaeJviSgtezKDTddNw13CLHEaoJHoAY_IG_AvMeSDhqjAzU0GRNGKowkPDCTi0vrMVLXBotiYnz4vbVTNaXc9aD2qcbJws0YD0_P5lUzQ-B9PwHhWKmCEjSuxe8kB1-k78gKeaa0vVVUfiNf5_1XXXGclj_9ILkmAgR_0perlKdtOPhOjCee5lmoiwtOegNO5MsPE5A9qPnVR70tNrEoDdcTvnsUE-jxre-C_Wz6hbc6KLr-8Jhn9WrUXRW85bdkaJqy0eqOivIkPkFInjPk24-2NENyDVijEveFDEsOt5FtofJSMMMe8YIy-AB_-_kwQ%26ai2%3DCWHMGbB3xUcj8CsnxqgG2zIH4AazFposC5NqV5zTAjbcBEAMg4Ji_ESgDUOWw4OgBYMmGo4fUo4AQyAEBqAMByAPTBKoEhwJP0Lnu5i7d9MaUnts27DDkRJ_dD-VCek1gDTu_AzcjeJ6sAAFWo57B3AjYfxmXHELiMXpYY_JfvADefTfksmd-X0PTeXWu2ETIHzjo_7gHdzdnoScx09-cSjRRCYNMGXmKe8I0icCt57w7VDUvBtjqR0uakyYjSa0R5UYrpFjrhLiQbQOeXF35P7c83nfcHMdh9MhS1mdjC_8-Z79La43OjezHdOls0NGr9rmnNf9Nu-tgTN2Dml0xl9J2S8_GJXLxtlo7yVPI4zDF2PdHbLmLruoBjnnhL0YYkTAGLMdXQLOqaQPngaj072JLlqZTu9WyNCDVzoDZW3DEsB6PFdofIcfq3YBA_oAHuO-7FQ&usg=AFQjCNG-urES0tYgg8W2UK4sXGNx_ssXxw
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_nd&siteid=ctrndtopjb&webid=ND17120283
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_nd&siteid=ctrndtopjb&webid=ND17119519
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_nd&siteid=ctrndtopjb&webid=ND17123101
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_nd&siteid=ctrndtopjb&webid=ND17120581
http://www.careerbuilder.com/pli/webidv1.asp?lr=cbcb_nd&siteid=ctrndtopjb&webid=ND17122099
http://www.newsday.com/classifieds/jobs/top-jobs
http://www.careerbuilder.com/jobseeker/resumes/postresumenew/postyourresume.aspx?lr=cbcb_nd&siteid=cb_ndnprb
http://www.newsday.com/advertise


7/25/13 8:44 AMNew Jersey Jury Awards $5M to Student, School Bus Service Found Negligent in Actions Leading to Student Being Hit by Drunk Driver

Page 4 of 4http://www.newsday.com/business/new-jersey-jury-awards-5m-to-studen…t-in-actions-leading-to-student-being-hit-by-drunk-driver-1.5541917

Site Map  | Privacy Policy  | Your ad choices  | Terms of Service  | Contact Newsday  | Careers  | Media Kit  | Advertise with Newsday  | Help  |  Copyright © 2013 Newsday. All rights reserved.

Hide Toolbar 

Today's most popular My headlines Register Log in

http://www.newsday.com/site-map
http://www.newsday.com/privacy
http://www.newsday.com/privacy#adchoices
http://www.newsday.com/terms
http://www.newsday.com/contact
http://www.newsday.com/careers
http://www.newsday.com/media-kit
http://www.newsday.com/advertise
http://www.newsday.com/help
http://www.newsday.com/mostpopular
http://www.newsday.com/myheadlines
https://www.newsday.com/services/7.387?registration=true
http://www.newsday.com/7.1637843?loginForm=true

